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Toleration Explain'd. 


INCE it hath pleaſed his preſent Gracious Majeſty, 3#/403- 
am the Third, in his Declaration, upon his Coming into the 
Kingdom, to ſignifie, That ths Expedition was intended for no 
other deſign, but to have of a. Parliament, and to have That 
( as more eſpecially exprefling his mind ) for tbe waking /uch 
| Laws ,.as may Eſtabliſh a good Agreement between the Church of 

England, and al Proteſtant Diſſemers ; as alſo fer the Covering of all ſuth, 

who will live peaceably nnder the Government , as becomes good Subjetts, from 

all & ar upon the account of their Religion ; 1 cannot but think it a 

very feaſonable and acceptable piece of Service, to make ſome little 

Larger Explanation upon theſe Words ; which carry in them the fill 

Parport of theſe two things, which we call Comprehenſion and Indulgence ; 

and which no Wiſe man bur will ſee ( if they be drawn up into luch a 

Bill, as they ought, and paſs the Houſes) are the true means to the 

Setrlemenrt, and Happinefs of the Nation. 

I ſhall preſent the Explanation ; Then offer fuch a Bill ; And make: 
fome Animadrerſion on it; and that is the Buſineſs of this Paper. 

For the firſt of theſe,in this Atchievement then,or Deſign (full of all 

Princely Wiſdom, Honeſty, and Goodneſs) there is a Double inte- 
reft ro be diſtinguiſhed, and weighed ; That of Religiow ir ſelf, and that 
of the Natics. 
” The Advance of Religion does conſiſt much in the Unity of its 
Profeflors, both in Opinion and Practice ; to be of one Mind, and 
one Heart, and cone Way ( in Diſcipline and Worſhip ) ſo far asmay 
be according to the Scriptures. 

The Advance of the Nation does lie in the Freedom and Flouriſh- 
ing of 7rade, and ingrafting the wholeBody into. the Common Bene- 
fit, and Dependance on the Government. 

' The One of theſe calls for an Efpabliſhed Order and Agreement : the 
Orher beſpeaks an Indalgence, and the tulleſt Liberty of Conſcience that. 
s but Tolerable. 

For wiilte People are — ſuffering about Revigien, they dare 
| oy 


Nor. 
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not launch into Trade, but keep their Money, as knowing not into 
I hat Streights they may be Jriven and when; in m——_— to their 
Se and Party, they are held under Severity, itis caſie for thoſe-who 
are deſigning Heads, to Mould them into Wrath and FaRion; which, 
without that occaſion; would melt and. diſfolycic ſelf intobare diſſene 
= Opin;en, peaceably rejoycing under the Enjoyment of an equal Pro- 
Fect 108, 

The _— is concern'd as Supreme Governour, and as Chrifien Go- 
vertiour. As he is King, he is to ſeek the Weltare of the Nation as 
he is Ch4ftian, the Flouriſhing of Religion. 

The Proteſtant Religion is particularly his interelt, not only as im. 
barked with Holland,and his 4/lies; but as this Kingdom does lye in Ba- 
lance ſtill with its Neighbour Nations. 

The Judgment now of fome' hath been for.a Comprehending AR, 
which might take in thoſe that are for our Parochial Churches, that 
the Laws then might be more ſeverely Executed upon all thoſe that 
——_— Them, in order to theirReduRion : But the Judgment 

ſome others isfor a Free and Equal AR of Cracetoall indifferently, 
whether Separatiſts or Others,  abhorring Comprehenſion, as more dan» 
y_ to them upon that account mentioned , than all the ARs chat 
© 


Neither of theſe judge up to the full imereſt of the King and Kio 
dom, as is propoſed. It becomes not him, whoſe Principles will 
mit him to own our Parochial Churches, and enjoy a Living, to be wil- 
ling to have his Brethren, that cannot, to be given up te Perſecution, 
And it becomes not the Separatift, if he may not —_ his Conſcience, 
to repine and envy another for reaping any farther Emolument, ſecing 
both of them ( Croctng che latter may do ſo) will have as much 
at the Bottom, as can be in their Capacitiesdeſired of either. 

Itis an A& therefore of a Mixt CompleRion, providing both Com- 

ebenſion and Indulgence, for the different Parties, that mult ſerve the 

tion. 

There are Two forts of the Proteſtant Diflenters. One that owns the 
wer Miniſtry, and our Pacllh Congragations, and —__ Ca- 
pacity of Union upon that a eſiring it heartily upon luch con- 
ſideratlons only, as may but Carisle their Conſciences in the Matter; 
The Other that owns not our Churches,and ſo are uncapable of a Com: 
junition, who do not, and egnnot deſire, or ſeek it. 

Fer the One, that which is to be propoſed, is a farther Latitude in 
the preſent Conftirmed Order, that ſuch may be received ; and this et 


(5) 
call Comprehenſion. For the Other, there is indeed nothing can be done 
to bring thoſe in, and joyn them with-us in Parochial Union”; yer's 
there this to be propounded, That we bear with them, and not fer any 
one that lives peaceably be Perſecuted for his Conſcience; and this 
we call Indulgence. | 

If the Presbyrerian now may be Comprebended, he will be ſatisfied to 
a&t in his Miniſtry, without any endeavouring the alteration of Eps(- 
copacy, any otherwiſe than as conducive to advance that. Comprebe 
It the Congregationaliſt be Indu/ged, he will be farisfied,. though he be 
not Comprehended; for That he cannot come up to : And fo ſhall there 
beno D1ſobligation put on any.but all be pleaſed, and enjoy the Benefit 
of ſuch a Bill. | 

Let but the Stakes for Comprehenſion be ſet wide enough, to take 
in all who can own, and come into the Publick Liturgy, { which are 
far the greater Weight of the Nation ) and whon on Countenance' 
of Authority, and all Sctate-Emoluments are caſt into one'Scale; and 
nothing but Labowr and Conſcience put in the other, the Men that 

Conform not, being let alone tocome to themſelves, without Perſecution 
to emflame them, or Preferment to — them, ( eſpecially if one 
Expediene be uſed, that is, ſome other Bill be preferred againſt Plu- 
ralities, to let in the Comprebended to ſomething, that ſuch as come in 
may find it really better to them, to be a Prief to a Tribe, than a Le- 
wvite to a Family, ) we need not donht, but Time, the Miftrifs of the 

x and the Unwiſe, willdiſcover the peaceable Fruit of ſach Coun- 


Thus much for the Deſign and Explanation of it. Now for the Se- 
cend thing, A Billto comprize the ents, and to prevent all ma- 
litwant and inſufficient Endeavours of any Perſcn or Party, to ſhorten, or 
wides that Liberty of Religion, more than is meet, or charitable to 
their Brethren, on one ſide or the other, which we may expe from 
our King and Queen, and preſent Parliament, for the *accompliſhmene 
of His Majeſtics Royal Words, fo well tempered with Benignity and 
Wiſdom, in his Declersticn at firſt mentioned, and unto which the Na+ 
tion may. undoubtedly truſt : I ſhall need nothing, bur to Re-prine 
a Bill, which any one may find who ( that no Body may take 
Exceptions thereupon) © in a bound Book, ' call'd, The Sa- 
meriten, ſet forth in the Year, 1682. beingthe reſult of much Agita- 
tion in the Houſe of Commons, for Eaſe *and Mitigation to the Di- 
ſenters ſo long ago, and put together by conſent of ſuch that knew 
beſt their own Grievances in this manner, to lie by, and ſerve ſuch 
an Occaſion. The 
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The Bill for Comprehenſion and Indulgence. 


g 
HERE AS The Peace of theState « highly concern'd in the 
Peace of the Church ; therefore, at ail Times, but of} ” 
this Conjunure, it is mo Neceſſary ro be reſerved. by Or- 
der therefore to remrue Differtnces, and Ds atisfattions, 
ng gife Proteſtants; BEIT ENACTED, by the King 
tow Morey, by, and with the reno =o and 6 the Lords 
ut and Temporal, and Commons in = clams! Mend 
45d by the Authority of the ſame, TH at * = Perſon fhall ( with- 
(ut niaking any Interpretation of bis own, hui ﬆ be [uch as ſhall be allow- 
ed by his Dioceſan, which if ut be Ort odox ) Sub/cribe nd 
clare By "Ant, and Conſent unto, and MACS of the Articles Religi 
th, mienhion'd in the Statute made im, the 13th. Tear of the Late Queen 
zabeth ; 3 except only, the 34th. z5th. and 36th. Articles; and alſo, ences 
theſe Words mm the 20th. Article, viz. Church hath Power to de- 
cfee Rites ahd Ceremonies, and Authority in Controverſies of Faith; 
i” ot as be is already obliged to-Subſcribe and. Declare bis Aſie 
on/ent fo, and Approbation P all the ſaid _— Every Job 
Fre l be as capab/e of Teking any Degree, in «ther Univerſity, or 
A Prof reals or xy; Larry admitted, or ax gk nd 0 
bell and enjoy any Eeclefiaftical Benefice, or Promotion, as if the ſaid Pirſon 
had Subj hy p35 his Alſent and Conſemt unto, and Approhatiog 
7.6 all t uk Artiches of (ry 
be it abs = Fa by the Authority dere That every Per, 
ſon ANY etween the Tear of our Lord, 1644. and the Firſt of May, 
in the Year, 1660. according to the Form of Or naties, wſed by laying on of 
Hands by the Fat fery, ſhall be #s capable of any Eccliſiaftical Benefice or 
CH - if he > bes n Ordained, according to the. Form of Making and 
teff an oye the was be : England. And that eve] 
ro oy wy, v5, yg fa, the Tear 4, aur Lird 1660. , 
be admitted ro any Benefic fn "Meſs be receroe 3Second hmpeſition of Hands from 
ſome Biſp;p, fo recothmend bans #0 the Grace © bal | for the Wark or Exercifa 
in the. Place or Charge wnto which be is Called ; and the i 


Fr frame Bi YT Wort accordingly, 
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AND WHEREAS, by @ Statate. made in the 14th. and 14th: Yes? 
he Late Mejeſty's Reign , Entituled, An AR for the Uniformity of 

Publick Prayer, and Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, and other 
Rites and Ceremonies z and for Eſtabliſhing the Form of Ordaining 
and Conſecrating mo Priefts and Deacens, in «he Church of 
Exgland, there are Two Declarations impoſed upew ſeveral Perſens, and in 


manner as is there Secs : 
BEIT FURTHER ENACTED, 4 the Autbority afcreſaid, 


he kept by the reſpettive Biſhops of each Dijoceſs, Fer that purpoſe. _.. 
ak Jabal by the Authors fer, The Pajg 


the $ub[cripticn regions by the Cancys, or to go to the Biſbops # a Les 
wee fo the 


unrery, notwabſtanding. 
AND be it further Enatted, by the Awhcrity. afcre ad , That frm 
benceſcrrh, wo Perſon wear a Surplice, during the Time of. Keaging Common 
& , (7 Preaching, or performing «n Ke icys Marſhip, in ny Church 
_ whatſccver; except cnly in the . 

: 


| el of 1be Kings Majehty, 
Cathedral Churches of this Realm of Vrel: 


rd, «nd Dominin of 


Pr 
& 
and 
Wales. 


AND 


" 


"AND be ha feother EndHted, the Authority afore 7 


pellgd to uſe the Sign of the Croſs in Baptiſm ; or any Parent obliged to have 
TT p 


Ho in that or Bee refuet ſome wr pony to by it. F.. GM ng 
Child e : m, for want 7 
Cs os Fain 4 

'AND of it ther Enatted, by the Authority wrſaid That no Minj- 


"Ber, of Ecclefiaſtical Perſon, chat haut ciate in the Adminiſtration of the 
Jan 6 po Lands Supper yok g uf w/e it Sor any perſon, that dej by: to del 
" #dmitted tot ame, althou on not uſe 

is the het Sr 1k Conn Tabe ho te 


Jach tomvenient place of the Chur 
-bims'im ſome other decent geFture, 6 Ordinary uſe in the Reformed 
Nor _ any —_— rinhl 
or it: "Nor for Suſj 

Rs ag dinft any i 
Crime deſerves it. 

And to the intent, that U' ſom may ( ſo far as it is needful, and ſofar 
Fh i En Maintained, be it Enatted moreover , by the Authority «- 


| 17 le Church in the Ordinary Lords-day Service , Reading the [i lam 


ef rerns unlawful (and ſo to bis it is Sin) and alſofor Prudence, in the: 
kerb s moſt conducive to ation. And as long as the main Body of the 


formed , 
Uni 


mo? rob yogi een to their 


of 'therr oor ew and Separatt Congregations ; and crave the ProteFion, 
Clemency of the King upon their Allegiance as other Subjets : 


"*.., Hoppineſ, and quiet of the Realm , and the Redu&ion of theſe Mn; wy 
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benceforth 0 ter, or other Eccle aſtical Per/on, ſhall 4 dns x in cam- 


bri fened hrs Miniſter 0 


the Pariſh hr f the ſaid Minifes will 
aſe, or pk the Sign of the Croſs, according tot 


deftre of 0 f the x ane £ 


Parent 1: preſent to fill their 


ecetuing, nor come '; to the Comunion-Tab 
where ſuch Perſon u ; and there = « 


the b fudees 2 Pra own A, in tel 
the Sacrament, from ar Reds es Notoriouſly Thowerels, or 
podig bi ſ FLY 

art 


the Sentence of 
, will be be be fariefud in the Caſe, that bis 


Payſon, Vicar, and. Lefturer , ſhall conform to the Litur- 


"of Aﬀifznt, a: by Law it if Eftabliſhed : Reſerving a Neceſſa 
rb bis Conſeience, 7 any vob Words, which ory rr 


» fo AtF-with eſpe t> Time, Place and C ;rcumſance ſour 


ys is there Read, and the [ubſtanc: of the Offices be there Po- 
e fbal ] not be Puniſhable for CL ne of the Ats, of 
ormity ; any thing in the [aid Statutes to the contrary notwithſtanding. 
ND for as much as there are ſome Minifters ef a good Life, that can- 
—_ llow of our Parochial Churches, ner the 


CE Worſhip God, and Feſus Chriff, mibewa 


BE i Enatted Furtbermore, by the Authority aforeſaid, That for the 
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ther means, than thoſe thet have bicherto proved Unſuceeſiful, All Proſecuti- 
on of the Penal Laws, againſt the — » Of every ſort that pro- 

feſs the 1g ng Religion, be ſuſpended, untill, by a Pots AFR of Parlia- 
ment, thoſe that art fit to be Tolerated, and the Intoleratfle ſhall be diſtin- 
wiſhed ; and ſuch Order bt takew as 45 neceſſary, to the Settling a firm and 
fing Union in the Nation, 


Thus much. for the Firſt, and Second thing, the Deſien and Bil ; 
now for the Third, ſome little Animadver/ions upon it. 1 muſt confeſs 
my ſelf One, that am concerned , and that have been fo ſtill, when 
Parliaments Sate, both in my Mind, and my Endeavours to the utmoſt, 
for Peace and Union in the Church ; which is the cauſe that this Bil/, 
thus produced, was put and left upon Record, on purpoſe in that 
Pook mentioned, for ſome future Parliament to uſe it ſelf , or to take 
Meaſure by, for making anther, if they would fit the Nenconformift; Ge- 
neral Caſe, and accompliſh the End deſign'd. And now am I afraid 
atmy Heart, leſt when we have ſuch an opporturity, as we never 
had really before, when King, and Queen, and Parliament, and the 
whole People are for Uniting the Prozefanes, as our Intereſt, apainſt the 
danger of the Papiſts from abroad, and at home, there ſhould be 
ſome ObſtruRion yet put to this Accommodation, which is fo forward 
and hopeful ; either through the Machinations of ſome cloſe Enemies, 
by ſuch Methods as we cannot diſcern, and ſo cannot prevent; or 
through the ſhortneſs of rrve Friends, who for want of knowing per- 
fealy what it is the Nonconformsſt muſt have , may be over-ſeen, or 
over-reacht, and fit down with ſomething lefs than will ſerve the 
turn ; and for that Reaſon have I gathered rogetker, and Co putforth 
this Pager, though not without much Reluctancy ; becauſe 1 know 
well, that ſome men will be ready to ſay, Who are you ? and what 
haye you to do with theſe Matters, which belong to the Partiamenc ? 
But 1 ſay, They do belcng tome, and are the Concern ofevery Pedy ; 
and if, tor lack of a little intimation at firſt, the Noncenformiſt ſhould 
come to have their Conſciences choakt, and be deprived of their Li- 
berty at laſt, thoſe Men of all other, that now would ftave me back, 
and reprove me for medling, might more deſervedly be the Firſt to up- 
braid us all, ard fay, Why did you not look better to it, when it was: 
Time ? You may thank your ſelves; it was through your own negl- 
gence, that you had not what you would, at fuch a Seaſon. 

Pe it known thereſore,(or remembred )that there being two Fills in 
the Heuſe of Cemmuns v3on the am in Charles the S$condc's time ; 

the 


+ ( 10 ) 
the One of them for Comprehenſion, the Other for Indulgence ; (the Titles 
were otherwiſe worded, :but the Intent ſuch ): The Bill for Indulgence 
was fo well attended by an indaſtrious Member of the Houſe, that nb- 
thing was wanting to the;Compleating of it; but the Bill for Comprebey.- 
fon, being drawn up by Gentlemen that did not, and could not fully 
underſtand the Scruples of the Nencenformifts, was both imperfe& and: 
negle&ed: Only one Perſon, without door, having procured a Copy, 
2nd finding it fo; did by applying himſelf to ſevera} Members about, 
get ſomething to be changed, or-put intoit, at the Committee ; and af-. 
terwards (with Conſent, and Afliſtance of ſome of his Brethren) im- 
grove and perfett it, againſt the S:irtzng of the Parliament at Oxford ; but 
chey ſitting not, :it was thought good to put it as a Memorial into that” 
Book, and for that end, as is mentioned. | 

When Lfay,now, this Bill was perfedted; as I mean it only in regard, 
to the Contents, leaving the Word: to be formed better, as a Parliament 
pleaſed; ſp by this Perfetion,l mean not ſuch a Meaſnre,as all thoſe Con- 
deſcentions, or Allowances, fit to to be made to the Difſenter, may 
not Exceed ( for there is the Service-Book may be Reviſed, and eyer 
thing init, that.gives occafion of (tumbling to any, may be changed , 
and there are other things may be expeRed at this time, which cou 
not rationally heretofore): but fuch a Meaſure,as they muſt not fall ſhort 
of, without rendring the Bill inſignificant. For it there be ten Thorns 
in the gra els oy Foot, and the Byhops pull out Nine of them, 
and leave the Tenth, he cannot go along with them for that One only, 
There arc ſome few Additions therefore inferted in this Bill, which 
were not put into it by the Committee at that time z the Reaſons where- 
of will appear in their own Lightz Excepting Two of them, which1 
will therefore ſpeak ſomething about, the One being concerning the 
Subſcription of the Articles, the Other concerning Orders. 

I will begin with that concerning Orders. In che lace Times, when 
the Biſhops were down, many were Ordained by Presbyters, and the 
Parliament was Willing to allow thoſe Orders, as good in a Caſe of Ne- 
ceflity-; Dut there being Others ordained ſince the return of the Bi- 


ſhops, there was no Proviſion made for ſuch inthe Bill. As for thele. 


Perſons therefore, that no negle of the Biſhops may be countenanced, 
here is the Propoſal of ſuch a Layingon of their Hands,which may be law+ 
tully received. For there is Ordinatio ad Officinm, & Reordinatio ad Exe- 
ritiums particulars may conſilt together. An Ordination to the Office, or 


4#fimiftry it ſelf, is not to be repeated.He that is once ordained to That, . 
whether by Prerbyters, or Biſhops, cannot rective the Spiritual Power: 
R OT * 
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{or CharaRer,) or be made Miniſters, Again: But there is a Laying os 
' Hands to the Work of that Office, in regard to a new Charge, as 
awl and Barnabas, who were Miniſters before, are yet ſeparated to that 

geculiar Work, unto which the Holy Ghoſt called them ( 4&s 1 2.) By 

the Loying on of the Hand: of thoſe at Antioch, - and ſuch an Ordina- 
tion as this, being capable to be uſed more than once, is the Remedy 
applyed therefore to theſe Perſons in the Bill, as the only medium for 

Reſolutionof this Difficulty. 

- For the Other matter concerning the Subſcription to the Churches 
Articles, I have ſomething more than this, to fry about it. Whoſo- 
ever have read a Book, called, A part of Regifter, wherein there is 
a relation of ſeveral things, in reference to the Nownconformiſts in Q. 
Elizabeth's Days, they will find, that nothing was then 1o grievous to 
them, as the Subſcriptions of thoſe Times, and the Subſcription to theſe 
Articles was one; which gives me Affliction to conſider, how by the 
Cohtexture of both thoſe Bills, before named, and like now, to be re- 
vived, and be two again, the Noncontormiſt Miniſters whole 
Freedom from Proſecution of the Law againſt him, is made to 
depend upon his Subſcribing the Articles of Religion ; A bottom 
I-muft ſay, more narrow, more fſervile, and lefs ingeauous, than 
might be wiſhed. For what man of a free Judgment can Subſcribe to 
the 29. or 36. Articles, which himſelf hath not drawn up, without a 
Liberty of his own interpretation ? Indeed, if that were a thing 
lawtul, upon the reading the Articles, to frame a Senſe of ones 
own, and Subſcribe it in thatfenſe; nothing would be more eafie, than 
ſuch a Subſcription : But when the Iwpoſfirioms of our Superiours muſt 
conſcientiouſly be taken inthe Senſe of the Impoſers, or elis we do but 
prevaricate, are falſe, or perjurious in the ſight of God : there is no- 
thing almoſt under Heaven, that a Man ſhould be more tender 
of, than this buſinels of Subſcribing. The doubtfulnefs of many about 
the Ceremonies, is not to be compared to a Convidtion of Conſcience 
that a Man muſt not Subſcribe to any point of De&rine, which he be- 
lieves untrue ; and L mult needs Add that Except the Declaring and Swear- 
ing, that it us not lawful to take Arms againſt thoſe that are Commiſſicnated 
by the King , upon any cauſe, there is no part of Conformity more hard to 
my Genius, than this S«b/cription, Ir is an unfortunate thing there- 
fore, that, when Aiſlent and Conſent to the Liturgy, *3 found a thing 
ſo truly grievous to all, asto be judg'd neceflary tobe taken away; this 
Aſſent and Conſent yet, and Approbation of the Articles, ſhould be 
thought no Grigvance to any Body. Eſpecially, when in One, 


wel) ( I2 ) 

the Conformiſt- hath a Shift, or Salvo, that he Subſcribes but to the. 

Uſe : but in the Other, there is no Shift,” no Salvo at all, nothing but 

down-right Hypocriſie and Falſe-hood; when-a Man comes and pro- 

feſles his Aﬀent and Conſent to, and Approbation of, thoſe Articles in 

the Churehes Senſe, but does underſtand them to be true, only in his: 
tn. I know indeed, that in the Opinion of many, ſome of-.our 

more eminent -Divines,the Subſcribing the Articles is to be taken for 

nothing but a Reſpe& tothe Church, and an Engagement, that they 

will not Preach againſt them : But theſe Men, how worthy, or how: 
conſcientious they be otherwiſos, muſt be told, that in this they ſhew 

no Conſcience; for I would know from any ſuch Man, in what Dj- 
Gionary I ſhall find, that 4ſſent and Conſent to an- Article and Approbation- 
of it, is no more than I won't Preach againft it. And what Impoſiti- 

on after that ſhall hold him, who can get leave of. his- Conſci-- 
ence to make ſuch an Evaſion ? Beſides that, to promiſe I will never 
Preach or Write againſt theſe Articles, if I believe the Churck miſta- 
ken in the DoQtrine of any of them, is really to me a harder Tak, 
than to Subſcribe them ; in as much asto tell ove Lye, is not fo grievous. 
as to tell a great mevy; which as often as I break my Promiſe, I mult 
be doing. 

The Queſtion therefore here ariſes upon this, What. the Parliament: 
ſhould do about this Subſcription, ſeeing it is a Grievance undoubtedly, 
and ought to be Redreſſed?Now there are Four ways may be propoſed; 
Either the removing it,or changing it,or providing a Salve againſt ic ; 
or that, whichis leaſt, letting this lictle 4dd#ion ſtand, and be allow- 
ed That which is put into the Bill, for that end. 

For the firſt Way, I muſt needs ſay, That char is the cafieſt; and it is 
a common Saying, The frſt « beff. And what docs hinder, but this 
Aſſent and Conſent. to the Articles may be taken away, as well as: 
Aſſes: and Conſent to the Book of Comma Prayer 2 Here are the 
ſame crooked /s's to ſtick in our Throats,ai:d why ihould not both De- 
chrations fare alike ? Why is it not enougi! vi a Man to profeſs his Be- 
lief of the Scripture, and of the Apoſtles Creed, and to take the Teft 
againft Popery, to qualify him for the bench of any Bill of this kind? 

For the Second Way, which I ſuppole to be the moſt likely ro take 
EffeRh, is this. Let theſe Declaratiens oft our 4ſ/emt and Crmſent to, 
and Approbation of the Articles, which we are required now to 
Subſcribe, be turned into a Declaration of "That which che more inge- 

ous of our Conformiſts do ſay, is all their mcagingin their Subſcnb- 
ing of them ; and that Expedient may do the bufingls, We c_—_— 


bs 
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Subſcribe to ſuch Words as theſe, with the,Reſervation of a le Mean- 
mg, That is Equivocation'; but we may Subſcribe to ſuch Words as 
ſignifie only that Meaning, inſtead of theſe which fignifie more, and be 
ateaſe in our Subſcription, I A. B. do declare, That I do bear that due. 
Reſpe& to the Church of England, and her Book of Articles, as an 
Inſtrument of Concord ; That I will not Seditionſly or Schiſmeatically; F 
will not dire#1y or expreſly Preach or Write againſt any of them, tothe. 
Breach of Charity, er making diſturbance among Chriſtians. There. 
are ſome fuch Words as theſe muſt be pur in, for con/equentially and. 
reduftively,or before we are aware innocently and ſometime neceſſarily,in . 
regard to ſome point of Dofrine, which we think in cheir Senſe con- 
trary to Scripture ; we muſt and ſhall Preach againſt them, and yer 
our Promife muſt not be broken. I will, to avoid Scruple, quite as to. 
my ſelf, and for the fuller fatisfa&tion tomy Conformiſt Brethren, and 
to acquit my Conſciencs before all forts of Men, make this Declarati- 
on of my own Accord. "That I do from my Heart give my Conſent to the 
Reformation of Religion, which 4s made by the Church of England in ber 
Dottrine, and ber Worſhip: I do efteem thoſe Perſons, that are made Mini- 
Rers by her Book of Orders $0 be lawful Miniſter s,and ourP arochial Congreg a- 
tions to be rrue Chriſtian Churches, ccnſifting of Paſinre and People, who have 
s Fundamental Authority from Chriſt, of Teaching and Ruling them accord- 
ing ro bs Inſtitution ; I Ao [nbmit to ber Government, as under the King :. 
And I do receive her Articles and Homnilies, as Books full of wholeſorms Truth, 
and pod Inſtruttions, Inſtrumental to Concord; and that They contain in them 
#1 things neceſſary to Salvation. : 

For the Third Way, Ic is that, which, if I might chooſe, I ſhould 
prefer before any, as moſt agreeable to my Spirit ( tor the ſake of other 
Incumbrances like this): and my Propoſal ſhall be the putting into the 
Bill (or ſuch Bills) a Clauſe for the ſaving a Mans Conſcience, though 
he do Subſcribe, and ſubmit to fuch Injun&ions as theſe are ; and thaz 
Clauſe which I would offer upon this account, ſhould be to this pur- 
poſe, committing the #ords (here and before) if they offend, to the 
amendment of the Lawyers. And foraſmuch as all Impe tons are i0 
be taken in the Senſe of the Impoſers, un!es ſome proviſfim of Ziberty, Allow- 
ance, or Exception be made for the Taker to do otherwiſe, it is bereby declared, 
That this Subſcription( Aſſent Conſent , Approbation)u not impoſed or to be impo- 
ted cy awy in the very Senſe and Meanin of the Compilers of the Articles or 
Impoſers (whereof a Man can never be Bs and hardly ſo much perſwaded of 
ſometimes, as to att in Faith) but in a Rational Conſtruttion ( agreeable 


fo rhe Holy Scripture ) of the Subſcribers own, or of ſome judiciews Expyor . 
| | that 
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HB is; Tm the Term of the School," 2i6t in the | Authentick, but @ Doffrinal 
hiterpretation. | | 

'For the Fourth andLaſtWay,which is ThatTtake in this Bill,in regard 
tothe Pafling ic with the leſs Norice /( for it is brought-in, as the Reg- 
der may ee, in a Parentheſis) ; I muſt confeſs it to be ſome thing co- 
incident with the Third, but more confined ; conſiſting in a Liberty 
of 2 Man's own Senſe, for ſuch as {cruple at.any Article , but fo-asta 

his Exp!/ication to the Biſhop, that if it be Heretical, he may ireje& 
him; if Orrbodox, receive him: ahd fo a due Regard be had tothe Con- 
ſciences of ſuch Perſons, and yet the Church not negle&ed-upon that 
Account. 

- By this way, of Providing agaitiſt the Scruples of the more Conſide- 
rate, about this-momentous piece of Conformity, 'the Subſcription to 
theArticles,Cwhen the Provifion only of the Exception of Three of them 
will be too ſhort ) we muſt not underſtand this Bill to be drawn up 
ſd, becauſe this way is beſt ; but upon Suppofition, that neither of the 
other Propoſals would be granted , and alſo, becauſe this Bill is no 
new Billnow, but Produced; This is a Bill Printed Six or Seven Years 
ſince; and at that timie, this way was thac only which could be thought 
on (and'in this manner to be brought in) as more likely o be Palled. 

Howbeit, the Scene how being altered, I cannot tell but one of the 
other ways may pals ſooner; ad this 1 am ſure, that ſome Condeſcen- 
tion herein, appears more and more necellary from that Conlideration 
which is yer farther to be prefled, the difficulry (1 mean) at bottom, 
which lies here.” The Articles of the Church mult be taken in the Senſe 
of the Church. The Pailiament indeed impoſes the Subicription ; but 
15 not the Impoſer in whoſe Senſz the Articles muit be taken, becauſe 
it enjoyrt them as the Churches Articles, that is all one as enjoyning them 
to be taken in her Senſe ; and that Church is the Church in Q, Elza- 
beth's Days, when the Articles were campiled and enjoined at firſt. 4nd 
hereupon, I will offer one Inſtance ; and ſuppoſe a Man to ſcruple the 
11th, Article, which tells us, "That we are juſtified by Faith only. I do here 
believe in my Conlcience, that the Senſe wherein the Church then un- 
deritood. This, muſt be the Senſe of our Firſt Reformers, and that is 
by Faith taken ObjeQtive, in /inſu Correlativo, not as a Work, but an In- 
ſfrrument; which'in ſhort is,in fuch a Senſe (which Divines know) as cx- 
cludes all Works, Evange/ical as well as Legal, from Juſtification. I will 
ſuppoſe now, that the Man comes to the Biſhop,and ſays, He cannot ſub» 
{cribe this Article in the Churches Senſe, becauſe he verily believes on ' 
to be her Senſe;and that to be inconſiſtent with St. Fames,w b fays dire 

| 
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tothe contrary, That by Works's Man is Tuſtified, and not by Faith only: 
and therefore defires he may ſubſcribe in his own Senſe, which he is rea- 
dy to tender, wjs., That by Faith he underſtands Chriftianity, or the 
becoming @ Chriſtian;and that by Faith only, he underſtands St. Paul's Faith 
without Works, that is, Faith without the Works of the Law, or with- 
| + out being Circwmciſed, and living according to the Laws ; and fo he 
gives in the Senſe of St. Pawi, for the Senſe of the Article; That a Man 
is not jultificd by living according to the Law, but living according to: 
the Goſpel on!y. I would azk now, Whether there be nor reaſon here, 
both that ſuch a Man jhould not be excluded for this ſcruple ; and that 
there ſhould be Licznſe provided by ſome ſuch Clauſe in the Bill, for 
the Biſhops to admit him upon this Explanation; Eſpecially, ſeeing the 
Reconciliation of St. Fames and St. Paul, is thereby made fo clear, as it 
muſt rempt his Acceptation. | 

As for the Roman Catholicks at laſt, I will not_baulk my Opinion. 
The King (while Prince of Orange) hath expreſly faid in his Declarati- 
on, that he Excepts not the Papiſts, And Lyeed not refrain my conſtant 
Thoughts. I am one my ſelf, be ſure, that am not for Pepery , but muſt 
diſtinguiſh between the danges of it when it &s in Dominion, (that is Up- 
permolt by Law or Force) and where it is in Subjagatien: 1 very much 
dread the One, I ain very gentle toward the Other. In order to this, I 
muſt be againſt the Permiflion of FaQtors for aForeign Juriſdi&tion ; 
yet ſhould not murmur,if the Sanguinary Laws (whereby ſuch a Crime 
15 made, as Treaſon, to be capital) were repealed. Again, I am one 
not for the Maſs, and a qeaeral open tolerating itsVotaries in the Publick 
Aſſemblies ; becauſe all Protefants judg it Idolatry, and that open Idclatry.is 
not to be tolerated, where it can be helped : But for the private pea- 
ceable Recuſamt, that enjoys his Religion to himſelf, and meddles not 
with other Folks, his Caſe s the ſame (Ijudg) with the Diſſenters ; and I 
am ſtill for our doing to them, as we would have had them do unto-us 
but a while ago, ſin only excepted. Yet not altogether with the Idolater, 
for then muſt ye needs go out of the World. 

I have no more to ſay now, but ſome little about the turning the 
Two Bills ( as they were formerly in the Houſe) into One, which is done 
by the Print from whence I took it ; the Reaſon whereof, I ſuppoſe, 
was the tedioutneſs of the Bill for Indulgence ; which providing tor the 
Cafe of ſo many, and ſomething or other being like to be omitted, it 
ſeemed more eaſie, and more fate, to wrap up all theſe Caſes together, 
in the {curity of a general Suſpenſion of the Penal Laws about Religion, 
until a Parliament come that can haye leiſure, by a, Committee or Ap- 

pointment 


Fit ( x6 « 
pointment of Two-or Three Sedulons'Lawyers, that are fit for the Work; 
and willing to attend ir, to look over all the Statutes that concern Re- 
Lgien, for the finding out every thing that is hard, and fit to be Repea- 
led, whether it be the whole 4#, (or the A# at Oxford) or part ot it 
(as the Uniformity A#) to the end, that thoſe Parts and Clauſes.(if over 
grievous but tothe Papiſts themſelves) being duly conſidered, and Mat- 
ters thoroughly adjuſted, an 4# a be drawn up, that ſhould be 
a Repealing A#, to deliver us from ſuch Burdens altogether ; and that 
were the moſt Effetual Indulgence, or beſt way to it, that-is imaginable: 
And as for Ou then, which is a matter of more Curioſity, De- 
bate and Counſel, It were well that this Bi/ here propoſed, might be 
brought in, and paſt for a Steying A&#, or Interim of Pacification, until a 
Tryal of the Comprehended; ſome Conſults of the Conprehended and 
Indulged; a Convocation of the Conformiſts, with part of the Com- 
prehended-choſen into that Conyocation ; a Reviſal of the Chiurches Li- 
eurgy, their Book of Orders, their Articles, their Homilies, their Canons, 
with other ſuch preliminary paatters pre-ordered, may Adminiſter the 
Advantage to a'more compleat A&, and better Eſtabliſhment, than can 
be expected at this. Seaſon. -I will conclude with what is apt at preſent; 
Comprebenſjon without' Indu/gence deftroys the Separatiſt, that is both 
the Papiſts and SeRaries. Inda/gence without Comprebenſics depopulates 
the Church. Compreberſion with Indulgence Unites the Proteſtants, ſe- 
cures the Church of England, and gives Eaſe and Safety to all People. 


ADVERTISEMENT T. 


A Low! there was ſo much Care taken of the Bill of Indulgence ( as 1 
have [aid "_ 10.) when drawn up, that nothing needful ſhould be 
left out ; yet am I told wery newly, That there « one Clauſe in the At of U- 
niformity, waking Diflenters /zable to pay 100 I. for adminiſtring the Sa 
crament, eſcaped their Remembrance ; and that it u« good therefore ſome ge- 
meral Words, providing a Covering for them from all Damger, 7 Common 
- and Statute Law unknown, 4s well as from the Penalties of the Law enu- 
merated, were added ts the Bill, | 
| THE 


approve of the Reformation made by _ Church of England, in ber Dedrine 
ane . 
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Efore I ſcene the fore-going Sheets to the Preſs, I underſtood that 
the Bill for Idaigence was brought into the Heowſe of Lord: 5 
'and knowing the Contexture long ſince, it made me ſpeak fo 
much of che Subſcription to the Articles, as I have done. Since then 1 
have feen the Bill for Compreben/ron, which is brought in There likewiſe. 
And though 1 cannot but in Gratitude take notice of the Candqur in it; 
that the Subſcriprion to the Articles is waved there ; yer do I find Two 
things in it, which the Nenconformiffs will ſick at, fo that if they be 
not mended, the Bill is like to do no Good. | 
' One of theſe things like to ſtick, is this Declaration : I A. B. do ap-, 
prove of the DcArine, Wirſol aud Government = Church of ” 
by Law Eftabliſhed, &c. The Government heie intended, mcludes 
the Hierarchy, with irs Officers and Offices, Lay-Chancellours, Oftct- 
als, and 1 know not what more we muſt Subſcribe to,when we lay, 
we approve of this Gvvernment., And when the 36rb. Article of the 
Church is excepted from our Subſcription in the Bull of Indulgence, - as 
known to have been'ſo grievons to the Nenconformyfts, from. Queen 
Elizabetts days untill now, in regard to the Arch-Biſheps and - Bi- 
ſhops,” thobgh it ſays only, that the Book for their Conſecration bath in 
is nothing Super ffiticns and Ungodly(which it may not have,though in ſome- 
thing wo may ner «pfrove it,)I wender it ſhould not come to 
be thought, that ſuch words would not down with our Newccnformiſts, 1 
_—_— rb1; Grvernmens ; Eipecially when ſome of the molt Grave of 
em, have took'the Covenant for its Extirpation, I ſhall therefore 


kymbly beſeech the Houſe of Los it be not toolate, or if ir be; the 


Houſe of Commons, that if fuch a Declaration muſt beimpoſed, ſome 
ſuch words as theſe may be ſubſticuted in its room; TA. B. do beartily 


(. n8 = - 
and Worſhip.: Iſhall ſubmit t0 her Government,” ſo far as I can with a good 
Con(cience:- And I recerue ber Articles, -ar conducroeto Contort, aid won: 
raining in them all things neceſſary to Salvation. 

The Other Thing like to ſtick,is the Buſineſs of Re-ordination, in re- 
gard to thoſe that have been yr = we by Presbyters; and it is to 
be noted, that there is a Devirt 0 this Bill, for Reconciling the 
Biſhop and Presbyter, by giving Satisfation to Both : The Bitho 


3 


fole Right o emingOcd Gums of that 
fles, (asrhey S: | Fathers, { even 
hanſelf) down to th iſtets ardafned 


Presbyters plead the ,and their Au- 
thoricy from. Chriſt ; accounting, that the Spiritugl Power 
by the Hands which areJaid on him, whether of. Biſbop or Pre , 
C and re ſays Hooker, "We breath nict on the Ordained, a 
did ) but flows immediately (the Conditions being put ) from Chrilt's 
Inſticution. If the m_— __ with this Privilege, he degrades himſelf 
of the Power the Church hath given him; and it the Miniſter recedes 
fot his former Orders, he'deparrs from the Authoricy Chriſt hath 
given tit, To reconcile bach, this is. the Device. The Biſhop ſhall 
acknowledg the Perſon ordained by Presbyters, to be a Miniſter alreas 
dy, whoſe Mimiſterial 4&s have beet and are valid, as the ARts of an 
Miniſter; and that he ordains him not therefore to the Office, whic 

he has already, but admies him to the Exercife of his Minittry in the 
Church' of Exzgland,; and conſequently t6 the Emoluments that may ar 
riſe to him upon that Account. The Man was, and is, and be 
a ous of Chrift before; bur he is no Legal Miniſter, or not to be ac- 
counted, reputed, beld to all Intentsand Purpoſes a Minifer of the Church 
of Bis till he hath received Impoſition of Hands from a Biſhop. He 

a Miniſter, before, m* foro Dei, but not till then a Miniſter 1.0 
Fctlefix | Anglicanz. As a Man, who is a Gradwate, or made- Dafor 
beyond Sea, and comes to London; tic is, and 'muſt bs acknowledgeyl a 
true Dotfor ; but he ſhall not have Liberty to PraZ;ſe, till adraictcy in- 
to our Callege of Phyſitians. wy 

I miift contefs my felf partlal inmg reſpeR tothis Devxe; for ] ſupp. 
:t deriv'd from Dr. Wikins"s credit into this Bill; and Lknow frgnywheyy 
and upon what account, he receiyed.it. I will therefore fay 5 Awe 
for its Tharif this Device, may be owned, and acknowledged tor what 
it 15, that 1s, a New Thing, or a New Isftitstion in the Church, for which 
an Office ſhquki be made, and no trick put on the. Nerconfarmifs 
it ; - A5] fs no onuſe chan, why ſach an Ecgleliaſtical Iaheuch, 
» . ng 


— 
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being neceflary for Peace-{ake; might not be Made'; fo do I appre- / 


hend no- unlawfulneſs in the ſubmitting to-it, If any ill bein it, ir * 


muſt lie onthe part of the . Biſhop, who brings in a Thing into the 


Engliſh Church, which I confeſs I never read of in Antiquity, and 
iter of 


which I believe is not to:be found in Chriſtendom; Fora Mi 


Evgland is not Re-ordained by the French, or by the Durch, to make 


him a Miniſter. of the French or Dutch Church, though it might be 0x 
therwiſe here, becduſe the Reaſon for it before mentioned,- is not 
there as here : Bur as to the part of the Submitter, the evil of Re-or- 
dination lying only in the Vacating our firſt Miniſtry, which is 
Sacriledge, and here being no fuch mater; ſo long as our former Mi- 
niftty is publickly profefſed by: the tnan bimfzl6, : and-Biſhop, and 
ar 1? Church, 'chere can: be! no Evil{b fay}:1n. a ifecond -Impo- 
ſition of Hands, asthus uſed only, unleſs you wilt ſay, it is a breach 
of the Third Cammandment; a taking an Ordinance of God in 
Vain; whenthere is here no Ordinayce of- God at all, but an Humene 
In{itution for ſo-good an'end as Peace in-the Chireks.g.) whiah ber 
ing made the Qualification of a | for the uſe of his-Miniſtry” in 
publiek, and the'enjoyment of a- Living,” : Who is the man'that 
will fay, it is done in-vain? Nevertheleſs, if this Device ſhould 
happily paſs Both Houſes ( which being a New Thing, and preſented 
bare-faced, will rather be called a 24onfer, and turnd out of Doors) 
two things muft be adviſed. o! | | 

One is, That in the adminiftring fuch an Infticution, Inftead of theſe 
words, the is:appointed to uſe, Take thou Authority to) Exerciſe 
thy Miniſtry in the Church of England ( whereat the Nonconfarmilſt 
Miniſter having his Miniſterial Authority already, will Scruple ) it is 
better theſe be uſed: Receive thow Admittance, x Impoſition of- my 
Hands, to the Exerciſe of thy Miniſtry, in the Church of England, and m 
any Church in my Dicceſs where thow ſhall be called. 

The Other is, That the adminiſtrating ſuch an humane Ordinance as 
this, in order to Union, may not be called Re-ordination, which 1s a 


Name fo odious in the Chngch; in alt Ages; but as it is a New Thing, 


and ought to have a New* Office appeinted foe it; fo it ſhould have a 
New Name alſo. Let a Conftitution or Canon be made for it, and an 
Office or Form to adminiſter it, and let it be called Camnonical Admiſſion. 
And now I have faid thus much, This is not the thing whereig lam 
concernd in my Bill. To be ordained to the Office of a Miniſter, does 
make a Man, in common account, a Miniſter of the Univerſal Church ; 
and a Miniltes of the Church Univer/#l, muſt be a Minilter in her 


Church- 
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Chyrch of England, atid ef Frome, and of-Hellend , "and of eyery Contr! 
try ;-and 0 0 es Hends,. to tnake a Man: a\Mibifter in the: 
Church, of-Englend, who: was a Minitter in every. one. before, is 2 New: 


Thing, (I have ſaid) and perhaps will be thought an Odd 7ding toos * 


make a Man whois: a Miniſter already of che Univerſal Church, 
40 be the Miniſter of Juch 'aprrica/er place, 'thac was-not their par< 
ticular Miniſter before, isno'New Thing, nor Odd Thing. - Andif eve- 
ry Perſon, nor Epi ordained alrcady, ſhall be bound to 
his Biſhop, when he hasfuch-a Call, tor his Blefling, wich Im 
of Hands in reference to ſuch a Place, that 3s, to pray-for God's 
or Aﬀttance of him, to! fulfill char Wark ; there cat be not 
Scruple er doube about the Lawfuleſs of hisfo doing, Only Twit 
Et apa hetney, oo a Prayer 
hired £o-che Caſe, the Perſon on his knees, and the Biſhop read. 


_—_— I would inſtead of en Fi have ' 


bend es of my Hends, We recom- 
nnlerthcen Gedy! vr. the Woth Ty Hoo 


yeti moſt notice of; Thatinthe Bill for | 
Barr Lag yer yore vrkr at the Commurree, that the Ordi- 
nation of choſe thatwere ordained only by Pre-byeers from 16 44.co1 660. 
ſhould be held (though Orhers were left to beRe-ordained); and 
Leannor but be co athing fo ſmall, ſo _—_ Cong 
there was oy to for Orders)ſhould 
che Teſt an Eagld Parliament to the Valdes yer oe Prerby- 
terian” Orders, Gin —_— co the Reformed Chnrches abroad, were 
forme conſlerable Attainment. 
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